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Council and under my instruc- 
tions," Mr. Kannedy emphat 
yUodi — 


congressional “watchdog 1 * com- 
mittee over CIA activities. * 
On March. 11, I £56, the then 1 


President Kennedy tail 
night vigorously defended the 
■r o i c of the Central In* 
■tel licence Agency in South 
; Vietnam and declared that 


! the reports that it was work* 
jing at cross purposes to the 
(State and Defense Depart* 
j merits were “wholly untrue.*’ 
He also told his news con- 
ference that he saw fto inv 
jprovement In 'the regime of 
i President Ngo Dinh Diem and 
his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu 
( since his remarks on a Labor 
JDay TV show suggesting 
“changes in policy and per- 
haps with personnel 1 ' as a 
necessary element to winning i 
the war against the Com- 
munist Viet Gong. • ! 

5 “1 think we are still dealing j 

with the same problems we] 
'were dealing with a month' 
ago," the President said with 
implied reference to the Diem- 
iXhu regime's refusal 1o under- 
take political reforms. 

: CIA P«pc?j>ai- 1'epta ; 

j The President devoted a 
; good share of his 30-minute 
j news' conference to the sub* 

: iect o/ CIA, a normally sucro- 
jsanct matter which the 
i White Hou&e never airs in 
! public. 

■■ “I can find nothing, and I 
‘have looked through the rec- 
ord very carefully over the 
| last nine months," the Pres- 
ident declared, "to indicate 
What the CIA has done any* 
[thing but support policy. 

' “I can assure you flatly that 
I the CIA has not carried out 
| independent activities but hn«? 
j operated under close control 
of the Director o! Central In- j 
telligcnee (John A- McCone), 
operating with the coopera- 
tion of the National Security 


He acknowledged that the 
recent “transfer" of John A, 
Richardson, CIA station chief 
in South Viet-Nam, "has led 
to surmise.” But he praised 
Richardson es "a very dedi- 
cated public servant " 

Richardson reportedly was 
recalled from his post in Sai- 
gon last week at the request 
of U.S. Ambassador Henry 
Cabot Lodge. Lodge, it is said, 
thought Richardson’s long In* 
titruicy with Ngo Dinh' Nhu, 
the real boss In today’s South 
Viet-Nam, was interfering with 
current U.S. attempts to bring 
about reforms in the Vietnam- 
ese government. 

Possible Disagreement 

The President also acknowl- 
edged that "down below” in 
the ranks of CIA, State and 
Defense there may be "dis* 
agreement” over U.S. policy j 
in South Viet-Nam. Rut hej 
suggested that this probably] 
would be caused by the lower! 
echelons not being "wholly in- 4 
formed" al>out necessarily top* 
secret policy decisions. 

Allen W. Dulles, CIA direc- 
tor during President Eisen- 
hower’s Administration, had 
declared In an interview ear- 
lier yesterday that intcr-agcn* . 
cy "backbiting" was making 
CIA the scfipegbat for "lack 
of clear-cut operational policy # 
in Washington”, 

The President* Insisted last 
night that "at the tpp” of each 
agency, there now was “no dis* 
agreement” on basic U.S. pol- 
icy In South Viet-Nam. 

The President yesterday also, 
came out 'in fiat opposition to] 
a current proposal by Sen, 
Erneat Gruening (D* Alaska), 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy (D* 
Minn.) and others to set up a I 


^‘iT j ofi " n F . K e "H~ 3y flF 
Mass.) was part of a minority: 
group which sought to approve* 
just .such a eorotmUec. The 
bill, proposed by Sen. Mike 
Mansfield (D-MonD was de-i 
feated by a vote of 53 to 27.* 

The President said last night- 
that he is "well satisfied with! 
the present arrangement” of 
having CIA’s budget looked 
over by a selected few from 
the Senate and House Appro- 
priations and Armed Service* 
Committees, and Us general 
activities looked over by his 
own Intelligence Advisory 
Council. 

He indicated that the con* 
gresslonal fcudget supt rvisory l 
woc& was’ well known. Actual^} 
ly, panari!?s ] has never act 
knowlcd&cd the memijerviip 
of these committees. And the 
one matter of CIA operation 
these legislators arc privy to* 
—the budget— Is kept secret} 
even from their fellow mem 1 
be rs in the Senate and House 


CPYRGHT 


Approved For Release 2001/08/28 : CIA-RDP75-00149R000400340033-8 




